CHURCH DISCIPLINE FLOWCHART

Awareness of a public sin or a persistent pattern
of sin in a church member’s life (Matt 18:15)

Pray for the offender and that the confrontation
may be fruitful
(1 Tim 2:1; 1 Sam 12:23; 1 Jn 5:16)

Private confrontation
(Matt 7:3-5, 18:15; Luke 17:3)
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Provide for the believer to experience
transformation. Provide ideas for repentance
and growth in spiritual disciplines
(Rom 15:14; 1 Cor 9:27; Col 3:12-17)

Is there repentance?
YES NO

Restore broken relation-
ships, forgive, comfort,
love, provide mentoring
and instruction, restora-
tion of one’s previous
relationship in the faith
community (Gal 6:1;

Luke 17:3; 2 Cor 2:7-8).

For leaders: provide
time away from leader-
ship position for further
evaluation and restora-
tion or a permanent re-
moval of leadership
may be necessary if the
sin has permanently
damaged the person’s
capacity to serve with
integrity (1 Tim 3:2,7,
4:12)

Private conference with a few witnesses
(Matt 18:16; 1 Tim 5:19)

Elders review the situation

Public announcement to the church—preferably
at a member meeting (Matt 18:17; for
elders/staff “public rebuke” 1 Tim 5:19-21)

Public exclusion from the life of the
congregation
(Matt 18:17; 2 Thes 3:15; 1 Cor 5:11-13;
1 Tim 5:22)

Evangelize and pray for the excluded individual
(Matt 18:17; 28:19)




