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Who knows more about the current needs of the church —
Christ or man?

Who can provide better for the church — Christ or man?

Fromwhom did the original ideaof the church come— Christ
or man?

In whom rests the church’ s future hope — Christ or man?

Who built the church up until now — Christ or man?

Whom do we trust for future direction — Christ or man?

Who owns and sustains the church — Christ or man?

For whose glory does the church exist — Christ or man?

Who is the head of the church — Christ or man?

Because ‘Christ’ is the correct answer to each of these
guestions, we turn to Matthew 16:18 where Jesus delivers at
least seven hallmark principlesfor building the church. No one
should launch out in planning a new church or take on the risk
of revitalizing aworn-out church until the defining truthsof this
Scripture have gripped on€’ s heart and mind.

Tomorrow’s hope

Hallmark 1

The initial characteristic involves a permanent foundation.
Christ passionately pursued the lasting fruit of eternity. In His
promise, Heexplicitly lookedto aneverlastinglegacy. Jesusdid
not havein mind the temporary, the faddish, or the ‘ here today,
gonetomorrow’. He pointed to the church ashaving a‘forever’
relevance.

‘| also say that you are Peter, and upon thisrock | will build
My church.” The foundation wasn'’t Peter, because Christ here
distinguishes between a moveable rock/detached boulder (the
basic meaning of Cephas and Peter) and the unshakeable,
immovablefoundation suitablefor the church. Theword Christ
used for ‘rock’ means bedrock or mass of rock as used by the
wise builder (Matt. 7:24-25).



LAODICEA: THE USELESS CHURCH 17

What or who then is the rock? The Old Testament pictures
God as arock in whom we find strength and refuge:

There is no-one holy like the Lorp,
Indeed, there is no-one besides Thee,
Nor isthere any rock like our God (1 Sam. 2:2).

The Lorp ismy rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge ... (Ps. 18:2).

For who is God, but the Lorp?
And who isarock, except our God? (Ps. 18:31).

Paul identifies Christ as the rock in the wilderness (1 Cor.
10:4). Earlierin 1 Corinthians(3:11), the Apostlewrote, ‘ For no
man canlay afoundation other thantheonewhichislaid, which
is Christ Jesus .

Interestingly, one verse earlier Paul had claimed, ‘I laid a
foundation ...”. How did Paul ‘lay’ Christ as the foundation?
Obvioudly, it had to bein his preaching of Christ (1 Cor. 2:1-2).
Now, if Paul’ stestimony of Christ isthe foundation that no one
else can lay, then it seems best to understand the ‘bedrock
foundation’ of the church to be Peter’s testimony of Christ,
‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matt. 16:16).
Remember, Peter’ s declaration prompted Jesus’ promise.

Sinceit isvirtually impossible to separate the testimony of
Christ from the reality of Christ, we can identify the ‘rock’ as
Christ Himself inthefullnessof Hisdeity, Hisroleasredeemer,
and His headship in the church. Christ aone is the rock of
redemptionuponwhichthechurchisbeingbuilt (Acts4:11-12).

Hallmark 2

Secondly, Christ promised His personal involvement. ‘1 will
buildMy church.” We havenot been left tothetask alone. Christ
isin us (Col. 1:27), with us (Matt. 28:20), and amongst His
church constantly (Rev. 1:12-13, 20).
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Paul told the Corinthian church, ‘For we are God's fellow
workers ..." (1 Cor. 3:9). What a privilege to be partners with
Christinbuilding Hischurch. How comforting to know Hebuilt
the church beforewe arrived and Hewill continueto build long
after we' regone. Christ’ s participation provesindispensablein
raising up His church.

Hallmark 3

“Iwill build My church.” Thisisnoidledream about what might
be. Christ’ sconfident assertion guaranteesthat the church hasa
positive expectation. In times like these when the future of the
church looks bleak and its condition uncertain, this powerful
promiseshould buoy up our spirits. Thechurchwill betriumphant
because Christ began building the church with the intention of
completing her (Eph. 5:26-27).

Hallmark 4

Jesus claimed that His church will have apowerful advance. ‘I
will build My church.” The church experienced an explosive
beginning with 3,000 members being added on the first day
(Acts2:41). ‘ And the Lord was adding to their numbers day by
day those who were being saved’ (Acts 2:47).

What is contained in one mere sentence in Matthew 16
mushrooms into an expansive readlity by the time of John's
Revelation. Before the New Testament ends, churches existed
across the face of the Roman Empire. They included locations
likeRome, Corinth, Thessal onica, Philippi, Colossae, Laodicea,
Ephesus, Galatia, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, Jerusalem,
Crete, Cyprus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadel phia, Caesarea, Berea, and Joppa. His building efforts
continue to this very hour, everywhere in the world, just asHe
intended (Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47).

Hallmark 5
Christ bought the church with His own blood and therefore
possesses the exclusive paid-in-full ownership of the church
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(Acts20:28). ‘I will buildMy church.” ChristisLord; weareHis
servants (2 Cor. 4:5). Paul writesto the believersin Rome, *All
the churches of Christ greet you' (Rom. 16:16). Make no
mi stake about this—wedo not (corporately or individually) have
any ownership claimtothechurch. Thechurchbelongsuniquely
to its Redeemer (1 Cor. 3:23; 6:19-20). Christ is Head of the
church (Eph. 1:22; 5:23). The Chief Shepherd owns the flock
that He leads (John 10:14-15).

Hallmark 6

‘I will build My church.” For Christ, the church has a people-
centred priority. The church comprises an assembly of people
who have believed in Jesus Christ for eternal life (Acts 4:32).
Jesususesliving stones—individual people—tobuildHischurch
(1 Pet. 2:5). The mandate of evangelization isto takethe gospel
to al the nations (Luke 24:47). The goa of edification is to
present everyone completein Christ (Col. 1:28).

The Greek word trandated ‘church’ literally means the
congregation which has been called out. The New Testament
picturesthechurch asmadeup of thosewho havebeendelivered
out of the kingdom of darkness and transferred to the kingdom
of Christ (Col. 1:13). The Thessalonians had turned from idols
toserveatrueandliving God (1 Thess. 1:9). Thechurch hasbeen
called into fellowship with Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). Christ has
called Hisredeemed out of darknessinto Hismarvellouslight (1
Pet. 2:9).

Hallmark 7
Jesus has promised success to the church. ‘I will build My
church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.’

How isthis successto be understood? In the Old Testament
‘gatesof * isused with Sheol (Isa. 38:10) and death (Job 38:17;
Ps. 9:13; 107:18), both referring to physical death. ‘Death’ is
really the only enemy that could ‘potentially’ overpower and
defeat the church since she is comprised of people who shall
live, even if they die (John 11:25).
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The writer of Hebrews encourages us to know that through
death Christ rendered powerless him who had the power of
death, that isthe devil (2:14). Paul wrote this Christian victory
song to the Corinthians:

But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this
mortal will have put onimmortality, then will come about the saying
that iswritten, * Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, whereis
your victory? O Death, whereisyour sting? Thesting of deathissin,
and the power of sin isthe law; but thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

When Christ builds the church these seven features will be
identifiable:

1. Christ as the permanent foundation.

2. Christ’s personal involvement.

3. Christ’ s positive expectation.

4. Christ’s purpose of powerful advance.
5. Christ’s paid-in-full ownership.

6. Christ’s people-centred priority.

7. Christ’s promise of success.

Who could possibly want to build the church any other way?
Christ’s unfinished work

Theologians often speak of Christ’s ‘finished work’ on the
cross, referringtothework of redemption. Christ cried out onthe
cross, ‘It is finished!” (John 19:30). Truly, Christ’s sacrifice
need not be offered again (Heb. 7:27; 9:12). Thisisthefinished
work of Christ.

However, moreisin view for the church than just Christ’s
death and resurrection. Dr. Luke wrote his gospel concerning
‘al that Jesus began to do and teach’ (Acts 1:1). Just before
ascending into heaven, Jesustol d hisdisciplesto bewitnesses of
Himtotheremotest part of theearth (Acts1:8). Reachingthelost
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with the gospel and then adding to the church daily until Christ
returns is the unfinished work of building Christ’s church.

What we are to be doing and how we areto do it in building
Christ’ schurchisthe subject of thisvolume. By God-breathed,
infalible revelation, Christ has communicated to us what He
thinks about the church. The Scriptures particularize what He
commendsand specify what Hecondemns. No-oneneed ever be
in doubt over how to go about the unfinished work of building
Christ’s church or what the outcome will be.

Intheend, our work in building thechurch onbehalf of Christ
will be acclaimed as valuable — the allusion to gold, silver and
precious stones — or worthless—the allusion to wood, hay, and
straw (1 Cor. 3:12). The quality of each man’s work will be
tested by Christintheend (1 Cor. 3:13). Our eternal reward for
service done on earth depends on building the church with
biblical excellencein order to please Christ.

In the Academy Award-winning film Chariots of Fire, Eric
Liddell, famed Olympian and missionary to China, conversed
with his sister Jenny on a Scottish moor about the timing of his
return to missionary work. His response remains etched in my
memory. ‘| believethat God made mefor apurpose—for China
—but Healso made mefast. Andwhen | run | feel Hispleasure.’

Nothing will bring Christ greater pleasure than the building
of His church. So, aim your life at the bull’ s-eye mark of His
pleasure and you will never missthe spiritual target. You’'ll not
bedisappointed, and neither will Christ. Y our heart will befilled
with a great sense of commitment, as expressed by the words
below, to build Christ’s church his way.

| rise up to worship, | stand to acclaim

The King of all ages, Christ Jesus His hame.
| ask you, King Jesus, fulfill this desire,
Ignite me and make me, a chariot of fire.
Comerule dl my life

Lord Jesus Christ, be Master and King.
Comerule al my life,

Lord Jesus Christ, be my everything.





