Prayers of Confession in the Bible

Ezra 9:5-15 (ESV)

> And at the evening sacrifice | rose from my fasting, with my garment and
my cloak torn, and fell upon my knees and spread out my hands to the LOrRD
my God, ® saying: “O my God, | am ashamed and blush to lift my face to
you, my God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our
guilt has mounted up to the heavens. ’ From the days of our fathers to this
day we have been in great guilt. And for our iniquities we, our kings, and
our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the
sword, to captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as it is today.  But
now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD our God, to
leave us a remnant and to give us a secure hold within his holy place, that
our God may brighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our slavery. °
For we are slaves. Yet our God has not forsaken us in our slavery, but has
extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to grant us
some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair its ruins, and to give
us protection in Judea and Jerusalem. ° “And now, O our God, what shall
we say after this? For we have forsaken your commandments, ** which you
commanded by your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land that you are
entering, to take possession of it, is a land impure with the impurity of the
peoples of the lands, with their abominations that have filled it from end to
end with their uncleanness. ** Therefore do not give your daughters to their
sons, neither take their daughters for your sons, and never seek their peace
or prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good of the land and
leave it for an inheritance to your children forever.” ** And after all that has
come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, seeing that you,
our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserved and have given
us such a remnant as this, * shall we break your commandments again and
intermarry with the peoples who practice these abominations? Would you
not be angry with us until you consumed us, so that there should be no
remnant, nor any to escape? > O LorD, the God of Israel, you are just, for
we are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is today. Behold, we are
before you in our guilt, for none can stand before you because of this.”



Nehemiah 1:4-11 (ESV)

* As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and mourned for
days, and | continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. > And |
said, “O LorD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, ° let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the
prayer of your servant that | now pray before you day and night for the
people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel,
which we have sinned against you. Even | and my father’s house have
sinned. ” We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your
servant Moses. ® Remember the word that you commanded your servant
Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the peoples, °
but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there | will gather
them and bring them to the place that | have chosen, to make my name
dwell there.” *° They are your servants and your people, whom you have
redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. ** O Lord, let your
ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your
servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant
today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now | was cupbearer
to the king.

Daniel 9:3-19 (ESV)

*Then | turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas
for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. * | prayed to the LorD my
God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God,
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep
his commandments, ®> we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly
and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. ®* We have
not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our
kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. ’ To
you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to
the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those
who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you
have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed
against you. ® To us, O LorD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. ° To the



Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against
him ** and have not obeyed the voice of the LOrRD our God by walking in his
laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. ** All Israel has
transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And
the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God
have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against him. > He
has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers
who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole
heaven there has not been done anything like what has been done against
Jerusalem. ® As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come
upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning
from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. ** Therefore the LorD
has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LoRrRD our
God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed
his voice. > And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the
land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at
this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. * “O Lord, according to
all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your
city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of
our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all
who are around us. *” Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of
your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord,
make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. ** O my
God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations,
and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas
before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy.
® 0 Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for
your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people are called by
your name.”



Psalm 32:1-7 (ESV)

! Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. ?
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no deceit. > For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long. * For day and night your hand was heavy
upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah ° |
acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity; | said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my
sin. Selah ® Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a
time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall
not reach him.’ You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from
trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah

Psalm 51 (ESV)

TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN NATHAN THE PROPHET WENT TO HIM,
AFTER HE HAD GONE IN TO BATHSHEBA. ' Have mercy on me, O God, according to
your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. > Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin! > For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. *
Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
me. ® Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me
wisdom in the secret heart. ’ Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. ® Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice. ° Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities. '° Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me. ** Cast me not away from your presence, and
take not your Holy Spirit from me. ** Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. > Then | will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. ** Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing
aloud of your righteousness. > O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will
declare your praise. * For you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. '’ The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. *®
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; *°
then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt
offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.



